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Participants

Abdulrahman Al-Salimi (Sultanate of Oman). PhD (Durham

University, UK, 2001). Editor of Al Tasamoh (Tolerance)
magazine, published by the Ministry of Endowments and
Religious Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman, Abdulrahman
Al-Salimi is professor of Islamic Studies at the Institute for
the Study of the Shariah, in Muscat. He was responsible
for organizing the first international conference on Islamic
jurisprudence in Oman. Author of numerous papers and
articles in newspapers, magazines, and encyclopedias.

Aspasia Camargo (Brazil) is a state deputy in Rio de Janeiro,

Brazil, and chairman of the Environmental Sanitation
Commission. Sociologist, environmentalist, professor and
politician, she has been a member of the Green Party since
1991. In 2010 she was elected for the State Government of
Rio de Janeiro. In the area of public and business adminis-
tration, she founded the International Center for Sustainable
Development (CIDS) and the Center for Research and Doc-
umentation of Brazilian Contemporary History (CPDOC).
She earned her Master’s and Doctor’s Degrees at the Ecole
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Université de Paris.
She has published many books and articles.

Candido Mendes (Brazil). President of Candido Mendes Univer-

sity, president of the Rio de Janeiro Forum of Rectors, member
of the Brazilian Academy of Letters, secretary-general of the
Academy of Latinity, member of the Economic and Social
Development Council to the Presidency of Brazil, president of
the Senior Board of the International Social Science Council
(ISSC), and Alliance of Civilizations Ambassador. Former sec-
retary-general of the Brazilian Justice and Peace Commission
and President of the International Political Science Associa-
tion (IPSA). Among his most recent books are A presidéncia
afortunada (1999); Lula: a opgdo mais que o voto (2002); Lula
depois de Lula (2005); Lula apesar de Lula (2006); Dr. Alceu,
da ‘persona’ a pessoa (2009); and Subcultura e mudancga: por
que me envergonho do meu pais (2010).
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Carolina Lépez C. (Mexico/Malaysia). Professor of Interna-
tional Relations at the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur,
and at the Tecnélogico de Monterrey University in Chihua-
hua, México. In the early 90s she founded the Center for
Dialogue and Human Wellbeing at her university, which
collaborates with like-minded academic and civil society
organizations both locally and around the world. From
professor Dr. Carolina Lépez C.’s work has emerged the
Ideological-Structural Analysis—a theory which has been
adopted in Latin America, Europe and Asia in situations of
both conflict and collaboration among groups of dialogue.
Professor Dr. Carolina Lopez C. has 40 publications in the
areas of intercivilisational and intercultural dialogue, human
rights and wellbeing, international relations and politics.

Daniel Innerarity (Spain). Professor of Political and Social Phi-
losophy and lkerbasque researcher at the University of the
Basque Country. Visiting professor at the European Univer- 429
sity Institute (Florence). His latest books include The ethics
of hospitality, the transformation of politics (3" Miguel de
Unamuno Essay Prize and 2003 National Literature Prize in
the Essay category); The Invisible Society (21* Espasa Essay
Prize); The new public realm, the future and its enemies,
and The democracy of knowledge.

Francois L'Yvonnet (France). Professor of Philosophy and
publisher in Paris. His most recent works include: Michel
Serres (2010); Louis Massignon, écrits mémorables (with
Ch. Jambet, Fr. Angelier and S. Ayada), 2 volumes, coll.
Bouquins (2009); Le Défi de la différence (with Candido
Mendes) (2006); Simone Weil, le grand passage (2006); and
Bauderillard (2005).

Gianni Vattimo (Italy). Emeritus professor of Philosophy at the
University of Turin and former member of the European
Parliament. He has been a visiting professor at a number
of universities in the United States (Yale, Los Angeles, New
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York University, and State University of New York) and has
been awarded the distinction of Doctor Honoris Causa on
several occasions. He is vice-president of the Academy
of Latinity. Among his recent publications are Credere di
credere (1996); Dopo la cristianita. Per un cristianisimo non
religioso (2002); Il socialismo ossia I’Europa (2004); Il fu-
turo della religione. Carita, ironia, solidarieta (with R. Rorty,
2005); Ecce Comu. Come si ri-diventa cio che si era (2007);
and Addio alla verita (2009).

Goh Beng Lan (Singapore) is an associate professor and cur-

rently Head of the Department of Southeast Asian Studies at
the National University of Singapore. She researches on is-
sues of knowledge production, intellectual history, urbanism,
postcolonial identities and the visual arts in Southeast Asia.
She is the author of Modern dreams: an enquiry into power,
cultural difference and the cityscape in contemporary urban
Malaysia (2002); co-editor of Asia in Europe, Europe in Asia:
rethinking academic, social and cultural linkages (2004); and
editor of Decentering and diversifying Southeast Asian stud-
ies: perspectives from the region (2011).

Helé Béji (Tunisia) has taught French literature at the University of

Tunis. She held an international post at UNESCO and in 1998
founded the International College of Tunis. She has published
several essays and novels, such as: Désenchantement national
(1982); L'ceil du jour, a novel (1985); Itinéraire de Paris a Tunis, a
satire (1992); Lart contre la culture (1994); L'imposture culturelle
(1997); Une force qui demeure (2006); Nous, décolonisés
(2008); and Islam pride (Derriére le voile) (2011).

Marco Lucchesi (Brazil) is a Brazilian poet and writer. Professor

at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and Fiocruz (Funda-
¢do Oswaldo Cruz). Post-doctorate studies at the University of
Cologne. Member of the Brazilian Academy of Letters and of
the Lucchese Accademia delle Scienze Lettere e Arti. His pub-
lications include Caminhos do Isla; O dom do crime; Sphera;
Meridiano celeste; and Ficgoes de um gabinete oriental. He
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has won the Jabuti, Brasilia and Marin Sorescu awards, as well
as a prize from the ltalian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and
Activities.

Niliifer Gole (Turkey/France) is professor of Sociology at the
Centre d’Analyse et d’Intervention Sociologiques (CADIS) of
the Ecole des Hautes Ftudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS).
Her recent publications include Islam in Europe: the lure of
fundamentalism and the allure of cosmopolitanism (2010); In-
terpénétrations: L'Islam et I'Europe (2005); Islam in Sicht, (ed.
with Ludwig Ammann) (2004); and The forbidden modern:
civilization and veiling (1997).

Renato Janine Ribeiro (Brazil), Professor of Ethics and Political
Philosophy at the University of Sdo Paulo since 1993, has
written several books on political philosophy. Some of them
concentrated on Thomas Hobbes, but subsequently he has
shown a growing concern for the problems that arise when
one tries to build a democracy in a dissident Western society, 431
as he characterizes Brazil and some other countries in Latin
America and elsewhere. Every Monday he writes an op-ed
column in Valor Econémico (www.valoronline.com.br) on
Brazilian and international politics. He taught at Columbia
University in 2003-4, and was Evaluation Director of Brazil-
ian Graduate Studies (a post in the Ministry of Education) from
2004 to 2008. His website is www.renatojanine.pro.br, and
his blog is renatojanine.blogspot.com.

Shamsul A.B. is distinguished professor and founding director of
the Institute of Ethnic Studies (KITA) at the National University
of Malaysia (UKM). For more information on KITA, see www.
kita.ukm.my; for his academic and public advocacy contribu-
tions, please see http//ukm.academia.edu/ABshamsul.

Susan Buck-Morss (USA) is distinguished professor of Political
Science at CUNY Graduate Center and core faculty member
of the Committee on Globalization and Social Change. Her
books include Hegel, Haiti, and universal history (2009);
Thinking past terror: Islamism and critical theory on the left
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(2003); Dreamworld and catastrophe: the passing of mass uto-
pia in East and West (2000); The dialectics of seeing: Walter
Benjamin and the Arcades Project (1989); and The origin of
negative dialectics: Theodor W. Adorno, Walter Benjamin,
and the critical theory of the Frankfurt School (Free Press,
1977; 2" ed., 2002).

Syed Farid Alatas (Malaysia/Singapore). Associate professor of
Sociology at the National University of Singapore, Syed Farid
Alatas lectured in the Department of Southeast Asian Studies
at the University of Malaya prior to joining NUS. His areas of
interest are historical sociology, the sociology of social sci-
ence, the sociology of religion and inter-religious dialogue.
One of his recent books is Alternative discourse in Asian so-
cial science: responses to Eurocentrism (2006); Ibn Khaldun
(2013); and Applying Ibn Khadun: the recovery of a lost tradi-
tion in Sociology (2013).

432 Tong Shijun (China) is professor of Philosophy and Univer-
sity Council Chairman of the East China Normal University
(ECNU), Member of the Social Science Committee of the Na-
tional Ministry of Education, and Vice Chairman of Shanghai
Federation of Social Sciences. He obtained his Ph.D. degree
from the University of Bergen in Norway and his BA and
MA degrees from the East China Normal University (ECNU)
in Shanghai. He is also a foreign member of the Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters. Among Tong’s books in Eng-
lish are Epistemology and methodology in the post-Hegelian
European philosophy of the 19" century (1993), and Dialectics
of modernization: Habermas and the Chinese discourse of
modernization (2000). Among his books in Chinese are The
Problem of Modernity in the dialogue between China and the
West (Shanghai, 2010), and Critique and practice: essays on
Jurgen Habermas’s critical theory (2007).

Tu Weiming (China). B.A. in Chinese Studies, Tunghai University,
Taiwan, 1961; M.A. in Regional Studies—East Asia, Harvard
University, 1963; Ph.D. in History and East Asian Languages,
Harvard University, 1968; fellow of the American Academy
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of Arts and Sciences, 1988; fellow of International Institute of
Philosophy, 2010. He is director of the Institute for Advanced
Humanistic Studies at Peking University; director of the Har-
vard-Yenching Institute; Harvard-Yenching professor of Chinese
History and Philosophy and of Confucian Studies, Department
of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University.

Zhang Longxi (China) has a Ph.D. from Harvard University and
is currently a chair professor of Comparative Literature and
Translation at the City University of Hong Kong and a foreign
member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History
and Antiquities. He has numerous publications in both English
and Chinese on East-West cross-cultural studies and serves on
many editorial boards, including New Literary History, as an
Advisory Editor.
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